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LONDON FOR AMB/EX 

1 . RICHARD BURT OF NEW YORK TIMES REPORTED THAT MAJOR 
DEBATE HAS BROKEN OUT OVER MILITARY PRIORITIES OF CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION. BURT SAID DEFENSE ANALYSTS IN AND OUT OF 
GOVERNMENT QUESTION WHETHER NEW EMPHASIS ON STRENGTHENING 
WESTERN DEFENSES IN EUROPE WILL BE AT EXPENSE OF CAPACITY 
TO RESPOND TO CHALLENGES IN OTHER PARTS OF GLOBE. TIMES 
WRITER SAID EMERGING AMERICAN STRATEGY HAS NOT ABANDONED 
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"ONE-AND-A-HALF WAR" CONCEPT DEVELOPED UNDER NIXON, 

CALLING FOR FORCES ABLE TO WAGE BOTH MAJOR WAR IN EUROPE 
AND SMALLER REGIONAL CONFLICT ELSEWHERE. "BUT PRESIDENT 
CARTER HAS MODIFIED THIS CONCEPT TO IMPROVE COMBAT CAPACITY 
OF NATO, WHILE REDEFINING NEEDS FOR CONTINGENCIES IN ASIA, 

AFRICA OR MIDDLE EAST," BURT SAID. HE REPORTED THAT 
DEFENSE SECRETARY BROWN IS CREATING SPECIALIZED, RAPID- 
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REACTION STRIKE FORCE OF 100,000 FOR USE OUTSIDE OF EUROPE, 
CONSISTING OF TWO ARMY AIRBORNE UNITS AND ONE MARINE 
AMPHIBIOUS FORCE. BRZEZINSKI FAVORS SUCH FLEXIBLE FORCE, 
SAYING THAT AT TIME OF NUCLEAR STANDOFF, THERE IS GREATER 

LIKELIHOOD OF SOVIET INVOLVEMENT IN SUCH AREAS AS PERSIAN 
GULF, BURT REPORTED. HE SAID "RAPID-REACTION CONCEPT 
IS COMING UNDER FIRE FROM VARIOUS SOURCES. STATE DEPART 
MENT OFFICIALS SUGGEST THAT IT COULD LEAD TO ANOTHER 
VIETNAM DISASTER; NAVAL OFFICERS CONTEND THAT IT 
IGNORES ROLE NAVY COULD PLAY IN SUCH REGIONAL CONFLICTS.... 
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF ARE ALSO SAID TO QUESTION CONCEPT ON 
GROUND THAT PROPOSED FORCE MIGHT NOT BE ADEQUATE TO 
HANDLE SOVIET THRUST. JOINT CHIEFS RECOMMEND LARGER 
CONTINGENCY PLAN, CALLING FOR SEVEN ARMY DIVISIONS, 
AIRCRAFT CARRIERS AND B-52 BOMBERS TO BE SENT TO PERSIAN 
GULF IN CRISIS." 

2. UPI REPORTED THAT U.S. SCIENTISTS DETONATED NUCLEAR 
WEAPON 2,100 FEET UNDERGROUND THURSDAY AT YUCCA FLATS, 
NEVADA. NUCLEAR TEST, CODE-NAMED "ICEBERG," WAS SECOND 
ANNOUNCED TEST THIS CALENDAR YEAR, UPI NOTED. FIRST WAS 
FEB. 23. UPI QUOTED DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY SPOKESMAN AS 
SAYING "WE GOT GOOD, STRONG JOLT HERE. WE KNOW THEY 
FELT IT IN LAS VEGAS." LAS VEGAS IS 90 MILES AWAY. 
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3. NEW YORK TIMES REPORTED THAT PRIME MINISTER DESAI 
TOLD PARLIAMENT THAT INDIA WAS CONSIDERING ALTERNATIVES 
TO DEPENDENCE ON U.S. FOR ENRICHED URANIUM TO FUEL 
NUCLEAR POWER STATION AT TARAPUR, NEAR BOMBAY. DESAI 
DECLINED TO DISCLOSE ALTERNATIVES TO SUPPLIES FROM U.S. 
THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WAS CONSIDERING "ONE PROPOSAL, 
ACCORDING TO RELIABLE REPORTS, IS TO REPROCESS SPENT 
FUEL THAT HAS BEEN ACCUMULATING IN STORAGE TANKS AT 
TARAPUR," TIMES SAID. 

4. GEORGE WILSON OF WASHINGTON POST SAID RATHER THAN 
ALLOW WEIZMAN AND BEGIN TO RETURN HOME EMPTY HANDED, 
CARTER ADMINISTRATION "PUSHED ASIDE EARLIER OBJECTIONS 
BY TECHNICAL EXPERTS AND AGREED TO SELL ISRAEL NIGHT- 
FIGHTING SYSTEM CALLED FLIR (FORWARD LOOKING INFRARED), 
WHICH ENABLES SOLDIERS TO SEE AND SHOOT IN DARK. WILSON 
SAID ISRAEL "HAS BEEN ESPECIALLY EAGER" TO OBTAIN THIS 
TECHNOLOGY, BUT SOME PENTAGON SPECIALISTS CONSIDER IT SO 
ADVANCED AND SO SECRET THAT THEY DID NOT WANT TO RISK IT 
TO POTENTIAL ENEMY LIKE SOVIET UNION. WILSON QUOTED 
SOURCES AS SAYING THAT PENTAGON EXPERTS WERE EITHER 
OVERRULED OR CHANGED THEIR STANCE AGAINST LETTING FLIR GO 
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ABROAD. "ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS PROMISED TO SEND FLIR, 
MUCH OF IT STILL UNDER DEVELOPMENT BY U.S. MILITARY. TO 
ISRAEL ONCE IT WAS READY FOR DELIVERY IN QUANTITY TO U.S. 
GROUND FORCES - PROBABLY IN 1980 OR 1981.... BESIDES 
FLIR, CARTER ADMINISTRATION THIS TIME MADE NO OTHER MAJOR 
ARMS COMMITMENT TO ISRAEL OTHER THAN AGREEING TO LET 

ISRAEL BUY BETWEEN 30 AND 40 HUGHES LIGHT OBSERVATION 
HELICOPTERS INSTEAD OF GOING THROUGH WITH PURCHASE OF 18 
BELL COBRA HELICOPTER GUNSHIPS." VANCE 
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